ON THE SURFACE, it’s just a t-shirt,
thoughaverysoftandcomfortableone.
But a Starr Luna tee represents a life-
styleandachargetoallwomentolive
comfortably;to betruetothemselves;
andtolivewithnoregrets,allcommon
mottos used by the company.

Mother-daughter team Mary Ann
Casey and Starr Ver Meulen created
StarrLunaalmostthreeyearsagoafter
ashoppingtrip.”“Wecouldn'tfindatee
welikedandhadtalkedforalongtime
aboutdoingourowndesignsonteesso
it was time,”Casey says. To follow their
own advice, to be true to themselves
andtolivewithnoregrets,theypursued
their vision and started Starr Luna.

If anyone could succeed in such a
venture, it would be this pair. Casey
is an artist born in Houston County,
Alabama,andVerMeulenisanapparel
merchandisinggraduatefromAuburn
Universityand wasamodel beforethe
birth of the first of four children.”We
both enjoy fashion,” Casey says. “Starr
andldesigned and sewed many of her
dresses when she was growing up.”’

Casey has always channeled her
passiontowardnature,family,andfaith
through painting, sculpting, creating
crosses made with recycled materials,
and jewelry as well as other design. It
was only natural that she would use
someofherartworkasinspirationwhen
creating one-of-a-kind tees for Starr
Luna.“We have always been drawn to
crosses,” says Ver Meulen. “We were
alreadymakingcrosswallartsoitwasa
giventhatourdesignswouldstartwith
a cross.”

Since then, they've added a spec-
trumofgraphicsincludingchandeliers,
crests, peace signs and fleur-de-lis to
nameafew.Theyallhaveanearthyfeel
aboutthemandmostarenaturalcolors
grey, mushroom, white, brown, and
greenwith the exception of asoft pink
andvintagered.”"We'vecollaboratedon
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designsandwhatwefeelotherwomen
would like," says Ver Meulen.

Thebestpartabouttheteesistheir
fabric.”All tees are on an amazing soft
chic, edgy burnout fabric,” says Ver
Meulen. They are incredibly soft and
worn-looking.

“The material isn't old, but it's

chemically-processed to look old,’
Casey says. “We tried regular cotton,
andtheydon'tselllike the vintage feel
and look does. That is what people
want, and thatis what we like to wear.”
Both Casey and Ver Meulen value
comfort,loveandmotherhood,andthey



hope to convey those ideals through
theirline.”Old jeans thatare wornand
torn are comforting,” says Casey. So
are her father’s worn undershirts that
shesnuggledwithafterhepassedaway.
“That is the feeling that we wanted to
recreate,” she says.

Starr Luna tees have a natural feel
(someareevenmadewithorganiccot-
ton) and are not overstated.”They are
for women who are free and natural,”
Caseysays. And because of the variety
of designs and colors, there is some-
thingforeveryone.Theirteesappealto
females younger than 10 to 80. They
can be paired with jeans and heels or
with a skirtand boots or flip flops.“We
havetherodeolook,yogalook,somany
looks,” Casey says.

To accompany the tees, Starr Luna
has now expanded its product line to
include accessories like belts, caps,
scarves, bags, pillows and greeting
cards.

Theproductsspeakforthemselves.
CaseyandVerMeulenhavesucceeded
in placing their line in approximately
400 shops in the United States and in
theCaribbean.Ofthoselocations, tees
aresoldlocallyatCutiePie,SpaAuburn
and Wrapsody in Auburn and Cloud
Ninein AlexanderCity.Thelineisgain-
ingpublicityfast,andteescanbefound
in several publications including Skirt
and Lucky. Celebrities have even dis-
coveredStarrLunaproductsincluding
actress Eva Longoria, who sent Casey
and Ver Meulen a hand-written letter
about their cross tee.

Themother-daughterpairisthrilled
aboutStarrLuna’ssuccessandhopesto
encourageotherwomentopursuetheir
dreams as well.“We truly believe that
womenempowerwomen,’saysCasey.
“Wehopetoencouragewomentopur-
sue the things they want to do and to
know their passions.”

Tofindastorelocation, visitstarrluna.com.
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